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Magazine, which attempted to rival the long established
Gentleman's Magazine, but ran for only twenty-four numbers.
The Museum, in which he had a share, followed in 1746,*
and in 1748 appeared The Preceptor, to which Johnson con-
tributed a preface. It was he who suggested to Johnson the
idea of compiling the Dictionary, and published his two
well-known satires. His next original works of note were
The Triumph of Peace, a masque with the music by Arne,
performed at Drury Lane 1748-9; The Economy of Human
Life (1750)5 erroneously attributed to Lord Chesterfield;
Agriculture (published 1754), and Melpomene, 1758, the year
in which his tragedy Cleone was acted at Covent Garden;
and he conducted with Moore a periodical called The World
between  1754-6.   The Annual Register, in which he was
associated with Burke, began in 1758; it proved a complete
success, outlasting Dodsley's lifetime. His Select Fables were
published in 1760. He seems to have retired prosperously
from business soon after this, but to have continued in a
more leisurely manner the profession that interested him,
since he edited Shenstone's works on the death of that poet
in 1763. He himself died at Durham on September 25,1764;
it being recorded on his tombstone that he was 'scarce
exceeded by any in integrity of heart, and purity of manners
and conversation5. This 'integrity' is the very salt of his
satiric work, where, from the first, plainspokenness arrests
and delights the reader. In mature achievement he fell short
of early promise, which was of peculiar richness ^in The
Footman. The vigorous downrightness has its entries into
Modern Reasoning, though some of these are made haltingly;
and this one is both plain and awkward:
Another class of disputants there are
More numerous than the doubting tribe by far.
* Horace Walpole, the Wartons, Spence, Akenside,
Smart, Gilbert Cooper, and William Whitehead were
among the contributors.